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MESA-The Skyline High School football team is no longer the team every one looks 
forward to playing.    
 
Last year while competing in the top division in the state, Skyline shocked many and 
finished with an 11-2 record, beating district rivals Mountain View and Red Mountain in 
overtime. With their only losses coming from Desert Ridge and powerhouse Hamilton in 
the second round of the playoffs, Skyline is a team on the move.  
 
Coyotes coach Angelo Paffumi centers most of the credit on the coaches he brought with 
him when he took over in 2012. “They were able to hire seven or eight of my coaches at 
the same time when they hired me,” Paffumi said. “I had an opportunity to bring in a lot 
of guys that worked with me at Desert Ridge and Gilbert in years past so I think that was 
the biggest thing.”  
 
In his inaugural season, Paffumi led the Coyotes to a 5-5 record, their best since 2008. 
Holding strong to a mentality to keep the boulder rolling down hill, they made the 
playoffs the following year with a 6-5 record. 
 
“I think it is creating an identity for who we are,” Offensive Coordinator Greg Mendez 
said of the teams’ success. “We all have the same mindset on how to move the ball and 
we have built that into our kids. They believe in it, we believe in it and we have created 
an identity of who we are and we have stuck with it.” 
 
Senior linemen Marvin To’oTo’o credits Paffumi’s weekly routines. “He makes us 
excited and he’s mad if we are not excited without a doubt,” To’oTo’o said. “It’s a 
weekly routine, Monday and Tuesday we have extremely hard practices, Wednesdays are 
all situations, Thursdays it’s a walkthrough to make sure we are crisp and clean and 
Friday we go out there and do work.”  
 
It seems to be working. After alignment changes by the AIA the Coyotes were placed 
into Division II along with 50 other teams in the state. After wins over Westview, Notre 
Dame Prep and Millennium, the Coyotes are ranked No. 1. They host Glendale Mountain 
Ridge (2-1) at home Friday as they look to stay undefeated.  
 
“We used to be everyone’s homecoming game and now people have to get ready to play 
us,” Mendez said. “We aren’t a doormat anymore.” 
	  


